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WORCESTERSHIRE STATION NAMES - Answers

The 23 railway stations in Worcestershire are Alvechurch, Arley, Barnt Green,
Bewdley, Blakedown, Broadway, Bromsgrove, Droitwich Spa, Evesham, Great
Malvern, Hagley, Hartlebury, Honeybourne, Kidderminster, Kidderminster Town,
Malvern Link, Northwood Park Halt, Pershore, Redditch, Worcester Foregate Street,
Worcester Shrub Hill, Worcestershire Parkway, Wythall

Here are ten photos of railway stations along the
Stourbridge line. All you have to do is put the ten
photos in order of the year in which the station was
originally opened on the current site. If you are feeling
really confident, can you also name the year that each
station was first opened. (Answers in the next issue).

THE ORDERLY QUIZ : 2 - Railway Stations
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THE DAFTA AWARDS

The DAFTA Award for outstanding performance when using the rail network has
been awarded this month to the following lucky recipient.

The BA (1st Class Hons.) in Geography award goes to the Oxford University student
who boarded a Bournemouth to Manchester service at Oxford and then asked a
fellow passenger on the approach to Birmingham New Street, “how many more
stations is it to Moreton-in-Marsh?”
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Despite a number of proposals, Kinver never had a rail service, although a tramway ran
from Amblecote. Pictured are the National Trust Rock Houses just outside the village
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TITLED TRAINS ALONG THE STOURBRIDGE LINE - PART 7
by Roger Davis

This is the last in a series of articles that looks at the seven titled express services
that operated along sections of the lines served by West Midlands Railway services
from Stourbridge Junction, in chronological order of their first run over the line.

The Pines Express operated along the section of line between Leamington Spa and
The Hawthorns from 1962 to 1967.

Unlike the previous titled trains, the
Pines Express had no connection to
either the Great Western Railway or the
Western Region of British Railways. It
originated in 1910 as a joint venture of
the London and North Western Railway,
the Midland Railway and the Somerset
and Dorset Joint Railway as an express
service between Manchester London
Road and Bournemouth West and was
introduced in response to a joint Great
Western Railway and London and South

Western Railway service between Birkenhead and Bournemouth. On 26 September
1927, it gained the name Pines Express, after the pine trees growing in the Chines in
the Bournemouth area. Like the Cambrian Coast Express it was suspended during
World War II, reintroduced without its title on 7 October 1946, and regained its name
on 22 May 1949, running on Mondays to Saturdays.

Of course, in those days, the Pines Express ran nowhere near the Stourbridge route
as it used lines through Birmingham New Street. In the 1950s, the train bypassed
Wolverhampton High Level with the Monday to Friday service operating via Bescot
and Perry Barr and the Saturday service taking the more circuitous route via Walsall
and the Sutton Park line to get from Bushbury to Birmingham New Street.

The 1957 timetable shows the route taken.

FRONT PORTION : Manchester London Road 1015 : Stockport Edgeley 1027 : REAR PORTION
: Liverpool Lime Street 1015 : TRAIN COMBINED : Crewe 1112 : Birmingham New Street 1240
: Cheltenham Spa Lansdown 1339 : Gloucester Eastgate 1358 : Bath Green Park 1500 :
Evercreech Junction 1602 : Blandford Forum 1653 : Broadstone 1712 : Poole 1720 : Bournemouth
West 1732

The final Pines Express heads up Devonshire
Bank in Bath on 8 September 1962

(Ken Pitman)
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ALONG THE LINE
4 - OLDSWINFORD PARISH CHURCH by John Warren

This is the fourth in a series that looks at the history of sites alongside the Stourbridge line.

As you approach Stourbridge Junction on a
train towards Kidderminster, you might
notice a church tower rising above the trees
on your right hand side. This is the Church
of St Mary The Virgin, Oldswinford which is
the mother church of Stourbridge.

A church has stood on this site since at
least the 10th century, although the only
surviving part of the medieval church is the
fourteenth century west tower. The nave

was built in 1842 and is extremely wide and lofty. The east end was extended in
1898 with the building of the present chancel.

The church originally had a spire but this was removed in 1982.

To visit the church, it is a short walk from Stourbridge Junction station by leaving via
the booking office and then turning left past the cycle hub along the footpath which
parallels the railway line for a time before bearing right towards the church.

ALL CHANGE AT … DROITWICH SPA
The changing scene at one of the Stourbridge line stations

20191960 (H C Casserley)

Stourbridge Junction 1966. St Mary’s
Church spire can be seen on the right

St Mary’s Church in 1931 with spire St Mary’s Church in 2014 without spire(Francis Frith)
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Old Hill was also a dual station town.
The main line station was once a
junction with the Bumble Hole Line and
the Halesowen Railway. The other Old
Hill was on the branch line and was
deemed to be a halt. Old Hill High Street
Halt was on an elevated position and
was provided only with platforms
because the substructure could not
support a station building.

The most obvious double station town
is Stourbridge. Stourbridge Junction is a considerable distance from the heart of the
community and so a branch line was constructed to take passengers to Stourbridge
Town (originally without the “Town” suffix). The gradient of the railway to the town is
severe and so there was no possibility that the line at the Junction could have taken
a simple diversion. The Stourbridge Town shuttle acts as a vital feeder to the main
line station and saves a multitude of car parking spaces which would be required if
only one single parkway station served Stourbridge.

Kidderminster traditionally had only one station but the situation changed with the
extension of the Severn Valley Railway to terminate there. The heritage-style terminus
is named Kidderminster Town to avoid confusion with the Network Rail main line
station. The suffix “Town” is ironic as the SVR building is merely yards closer to the
town centre!

New stations are opening every year. Birmingham City Centre will gain a fourth station
when Curzon Street is opened to be served by HS2 trains. Worcester too, has gained
a third station but it is located outside of the city and bears the name Worcestershire
Parkway rather than Worcester Parkway. Overall, parkways are growing in popularity.
Bristol Parkway takes away motor traffic from Bristol and the same applies to Warwick
Parkway in respect to Warwick. However, Stratford-upon-Avon Parkway was opened
for the same purpose but has yet to prove as successful as hoped.

As soon as stations are built or re-opened, they are used with footfall increasing
every year. We should not be fixated about towns with more than one station but be
thankful for the pre-Covid rise in rail travel.

Old Hill station when it was a junction

Bristol Parkway - opened 1972 Worcestershire Parkway - opened 2019

(Worcs CC)

(P J Garland Coll’n)
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FRONT PORTION : Manchester Piccadilly 1000 : Stockport Edgeley 1011 : REAR PORTION :
Liverpool Lime Street 0940 : TRAIN COMBINED Crewe 1055 : Shrewsbury 1135 : Wellington
1154 : Wolverhampton Low Level 1221 : Birmingham Snow Hill 1244: Leamington Spa General
1309, Oxford 1404 : Reading West 1446 : Basingstoke 1508 : Winchester City 1534 : Southampton
Central 1552 : Bournemouth Central 1632 : Bournemouth West 1644

Bournemouth West 1000 : Bournemouth Central 1010 : Southampton Central 1045 : Winchester
City 1108 :Basingstoke 1140 : Reading West 1206 : Oxford 1248 : Banbury General 1329 :
Leamington Spa General 1352 : Birmingham Snow Hill 1427 : Wolverhampton Low Level 1452 :
Wellington 1514 : Shrewsbury 1530 : Crewe 1614 : TRAIN SPLIT : FRONT PORTION : Wilmslow
1651 : Stockport Edgeley 1649 : Manchester Piccadilly 1712 : REAR PORTION : Hartford 1641
: Runcorn 1655 : Liverpool Lime Street 1717

Bournemouth West 0945 : Poole 0954 : Blandford Forum 1020 : Stalbridge 1038 : Evercreech
Junction 1102 : Shepton Mallet Charlton Road 1118 : Bath Green Park 1201 : Gloucester Eastgate
1257 : Cheltenham Spa Lansdown 1316 : Birmingham New Street 1425 : Crewe 1541 : TRAIN
SPLIT : FRONT PORTION : Wilmslow 1617 : Stockport Edgeley 1632 : Manchester London Road
1645 : REAR PORTION : Hartford 1610 : Runcorn 1628 : Liverpool Lime Street 1650

In 1962, it was announced that the Somerset and Dorset route from Bath Green Park
to Bournemouth West would no longer be used by long distance trains, thus
effectively consigning it to a slow death, which finally occurred on 5 March 1966.
The last Pines Express over the route ran on 8 September 1962, with the final steam
locomotive built by British
Railways, 92220 Evening Star,
assigned to operate the service
in both directions.

It also marked one of the most
selfless acts imaginable by the
line’s senior driver Donald
Beale, who had been rostered
to drive the final northbound
service. His regular fireman
Peter Smith had recently
passed out as a driver and had
been rostered to drive an
evening all-stations service
from Bournemouth West to Templecombe, so Donald ensured that the duties were
swapped to enable Peter to drive the Pines for the first, and only, time.

Monday 10 September 1962 saw the Pines Express completely rerouted to operate
from Crewe to Bournemouth West via Shrewsbury, Wolverhampton Low Level,
Birmingham Snow Hill, Banbury, Oxford, Basingstoke, Southampton Central and
Bournemouth Central (somewhat of a misnomer as it was further from Bournemouth
Town Centre than Bournemouth West). The timetable in 1963 was as follows :-

There was one final route change which took effect on 4 October 1965 when
Bournemouth West station was closed and the Pines Express was extended to Poole,
thus serving the town for the first time since 1962.

(warwickshirerailways.com)

The first ever re-routed Pines Express passes Acocks
Green & South Yardley on 10 September 1962
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The last Pines Express ran on 4 March 1967, the day that Birmingham Snow Hill lost
its main line service.

So, what has happened to the routes used by the Pines Express. As documented
above, the Somerset and Dorset line between Poole and Bath Green Park closed on
6 March 1966, the same day as the Midland route from Bath Green Park to
Mangotsfield also closed. The final section from Mangotsfield to Yate closed in
1969.

However, railway preservation societies have been busy. At Shillingstone, between
Templecombe and Blandford Forum, the North Dorset Railway has restored the
station and has laid tracks through both platforms. A few miles further north, the
Gartell Light Railway has laid narrow gauge track along the old S&D trackbed and
runs services between 4 stations. At Midsomer Norton, on the famous climb over
the Mendips between Bath and Evercreech Junction, the Somerset & Dorset Railway
Heritage Trust has restored the station and has track running southwards towards
the next station at Chilcompton. Finally, between Bath and Mangotsfield, the Avon
Valley Railway has a three mile track centred on the restored Bitton station and is
now looking to extend their operations to the outskirts of Bath.

Gloucester Eastgate station was closed on 1 December 1975, thus effectively
divorcing the city of Gloucester from the cross-country rail network despite
assurances that this would not happen.

The 1962 route now has an hourly service between Bournemouth and Manchester
Piccadilly operated by CrossCountry Trains although the service now operates from
Leamington Spa via Coventry, Birmingham New Street, Wolverhampton and
Stoke-on-Trent. Today’s service now operates via Reading station and reverses,
rather than bypassing Reading and using the smaller Reading West station. It is also
a lot quicker with journey times of under 5 hours between Bournemouth and
Manchester compared with about 7 hours in the days of the Pines Express.

(Norman Lockett)

The southbound Pines Express crosses Midford Viaduct
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The savage cuts of the Beeching era have left many highly populated towns without
a rail head. Yet some city dwellers benefit from having more than one station and
numerous rail routes emanating from them. The United Kingdom capital has more
stations than any other location and only one of the major main line termini for long
distance services, London Marylebone, has ever been proposed for closure. In the
event, Marylebone was spared because of a public outcry and a realisation that
Paddington could not cope with the traffic which would be transferred as a result.

To a resident of Dudley, it would appear that Londoners are greedy to be allotted so
many stations while his or her town has no connection to the rail network. Of course,
there is no reasonable argument against the need for all the London termini and no
justification for the Black Country being deprived of rail-based public transport.

The rationalisation applied by Beeching
was to eliminate duplication which was
born out of competition in the golden age
of railways. Blackpool had no less than
three stations and the Central station was
the first casualty in the cull. This was not
because it was not used or useful but
because the land on which it was sited
was in a prime position for development
and therefore valuable. Holidaymakers
now travel to Blackpool North in order to

see the famous tower and illuminations in this northern resort.

The Stourbridge Line and associated branches can boast of plentiful stations:
Worcester Foregate Street and Worcester Shrub Hill are the southern examples while
Birmingham Snow Hill and Birmingham Moor Street are the northern ones. Each one
is needed for particular reasons. Worcester
Foregate Street is ideal to access central
Worcester but the site is constricted with only
two platforms. On the other hand, Worcester
Shrub Hill, though less convenient, has more
platforms and could handle cross country
services as it used to. The same applies to
the Birmingham stations with Moor Street
having the advantage of more platforms.

When Stourbridge trains ran through to
Birmingham New Street, they called at two Smethwick stations, namely Smethwick
West and Smethwick Rolfe Street. The former was closed to make way for Smethwick
Galton Bridge which is a split level interchange. Smethwick Rolfe Street is now only
served by Wolverhampton to Birmingham local services.

STATION FIXATION
by Rob Hebron

Over 50 years after closure, the site of
Blackpool Central station is now a car park

Worcester Shrub Hill
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A Board of Trade inspection on 1 April 1901
imposed two restrictions on the operation of
the line. Firstly, a 10 mph speed limit was
imposed because of concerns with the
Vignoles rail and double-deck trams were
banned. The line opened on 4 April 1901 and
was an immediate success, running every 30
minutes with a fare of 3d. However, a
concern was the distance of the Kinver Light
Railway from Stourbridge. Passengers

arriving at Stourbridge Town station had two choices if they wished to travel to
Kinver – either catch a tram from Hagley Street to The Fish or walk to Wollaston
Junction. This was resolved on 13 December 1902 when a tram line from Hagley
Street to Wollaston Junction was built to connect with the Kinver Light Railway.

In June 1903, the Vignoles rail was replaced by grooved rail although the ban on
double-deck trams remained. Because of the popularity of the line, single-deck cars
were sometimes run, uncoupled, in pairs and passing loops were lengthened to
allow this. In summer months, a depot at The Hyde in Kinver was opened to deal
with the increased traffic.

Unlike many standard gauge branch lines, the
line survived World War I. However, by the
mid 1920s, the introduction of motor buses in
the area had a devastating effect on the local
tram network. Between 1925 and 1929, six
tram routes closed including the Stourbridge
to Kingswinford line on 10 April 1926 and the
Stourbridge to Wollaston line on 16 November
1926. It is ironic that the Birmingham and
Midland Motor Omnibus Company (Midland Red) was also a subsidiary of BET.

This left only the Dudley to Stourbridge tram line serving it, and that was under threat
as BMMO had introduced parallel buses services on 14 January 1928. The writing
was on the wall. The Kinver Light Railway closed on 8 February 1930 followed on 1
March 1930 by the Dudley to Stourbridge tram line.

One has to wonder what would have happened if any of the line had survived given
the preservation scene that exists today. For instance, the Volks Electric Railway on
Brighton sea front survived and is now a major tourist attraction. The final section of
the Kinver Light railway from the Stewponey to Kinver did not interfere with any road
traffic and the entire trackbed on this section still survives, along with some of its
bridges, complete with rails.

This article has been compiled from material in two excellent books by Paul Collins (a founder
member of Friends of Stourbridge Stations) – The Kinver Light Railway : Echoes of a Lost
Tramway and By Tram From Dudley. Both books contain comprehensive information and an
extensive gallery of photographs.

The Stewponey and Foley Arms

(History of Wollaston Group)

Alongside the canal near Kinver

(Kinver Library)
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THE ROAMING EMPIRE
Part 7 : LYE by Rob Hebron

If I was planning to roam further than my home town then I would not choose to
embark from Lye even though it is a suburb of Stourbridge and within walking
distance. To be honest, Lye station is unattractive as a facility. In fact, the kindest
adjective which I could apply is “functional”. Contrasting with Lye, Stourbridge
Junction is served by all Birmingham-bound trains and so offers more choice of
onward destinations at any given time. It is a case of “cause and effect” which
deprives Lye of a better service.

Back in 1968, Lye was served by an intensive bus service far superior to its train
provision. However, a close examination reveals that most bus routes adjacent to
the station were short and local or offering destinations already served by the train.
Buses which stopped opposite Lye station in Dudley Road would take roamers to
Quarry Bank (228 and 242), Brierley Hill (228 and 236), Dudley (228) and Wordsley
(236) but nowhere remotely exotic. Outside the station on the pavement, buses
loaded for the Stourbridge direction (228, 236 and 242). Not surprisingly, the station
did not lure potential passengers away from nearby Lye Cross where a frequent
collection of bus services also head directly towards Stourbridge Town without the
need to make a connection at Stourbridge Junction. At Lye Cross, bus passengers
could also board for Wynall and Pedmore which were a considerable distance from
the Stourbridge railway line. These services were numbered S47, S48 and S49.

The main form of competition with the train at Lye was the 130 bus service to
Birmingham, running at a twenty-minute frequency. Then, (as now), trains calling at
Lye continued in an all-stops pattern within the timetable making the overall journey
to Birmingham slow and time-consuming.

Nowadays, the train still suffers from competition with the replacement for 130 which
is the 9 route. Although it varies from the 130 by taking a diversion in Quinton, its
frequency (every ten minutes) is formidable. Interestingly, the construction of the Lye
bypass has brought bus shelters closer to Lye station at Orchard Lane which makes
a convenient connection point for train passengers to alight for Halesowen. The 9
service is predominantly a National Express “Platinum” service with extra
comfortable seats and free wi-fi.

Lye has been connected to Stourbridge and Birmingham
- firstly by service 130 and latterly by service 9
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Apart from the showcase 9 service, the bus provision in Lye has deteriorated. It is
no longer possible to transfer to bus to reach Brierley Hill and there is no direct link
to Wordsley or Russell’s Hall Hospital. The new 7 still offers travel to Dudley but it is
via Merry Hill Centre and Darby End. The 7 service is a hybrid route constructed from
elements of the former S47/S48/S49 and the latter-day 247/248. It duplicates parts
of the subsidised 298 and 299 circular which is operated by Diamond Bus. How long
the 298/299 will continue is doubtful.

My conclusion is that the best way to roam from Lye station is to catch the all-stations
train services which continue to Stratford-upon-Avon. As for roaming into
Worcestershire, there are few direct services in the daytime, thereby making a day
out in Great Malvern an inconvenient two-change journey. Unless West Midland
Trains and West Midlands Rail Executive develop Lye station and its timetable, the
situation will never improve.

NEWTON’S LAWS OF (LOCO) MOTION
by John Warren

Any scholar will know that Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727) was a
brilliant mathematician and physicist. As well as being known for
being attacked by an apple while sitting under a tree, Newton
also formulated his three Laws of Motion in 1687. However,
during renovation work at Trinity College, Cambridge, remarkable
documents have been unearthed that prove that Newton also
formulated three laws of Loco-Motion in 1706, a fantastic feat
given that he died a hundred years before the first regular train
services started. The documents, authenticated by eminent
historians, detail his three laws of loco-motion as follows :-

Law 1 : The level of passenger satisfaction is directly proportional to the punctuality
of the train service.

Law 2 : The standard of information about a train service is inversely proportional to
the punctuality of that service.

Law 3 : The availability of railway staff is inversely proportional to the length of delay.

To investigate these laws, eminent scholars from the University of Pensnett visited
Birmingham Snow Hill station at 1706 every evening for six months. They found that,
when this train was on time, every passenger was smiling and no abusive comments
were posted on Facebook that evening. They also discovered that, when the train
was on time, the customer information screen showed “On Time”. However, when
it was late, the “Expected At” kept changing from 1709 to “delayed” to 1721 to 1712
to “delayed” to 1719 etc. Each screen change was also accompanied by a pre-
recorded announcement giving a different plausible reason for delay each time (e.g.
“passengers at Olton” or “high seas at Dawlish”). Finally, they found that, as delays
got larger, railway staff tended to barricade themselves in their offices to avoid rioting
passengers. They concluded that Newton was either a genius or was still suffering
from concussion after his encounter with the apple.
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A “RAILWAY” FOR KINVER
by Roger Davis

As detailed in the previous edition of Platform 2, by 1897 there had been seven
aborted schemes to bring a standard gauge railway to Kinver. However, this was not
the end of the story as, within four years, a rail-based service would operate to the
village.

The operation of tram services in
Stourbridge dated back to 21 May 1884
when the Dudley and Stourbridge Steam
Tramways Company (D&SST) opened the
line between Dudley LNWR station and
Stourbridge via Brierley Hill (now bus
route 6). On 2 April 1898, the British
Electric Traction Co. (BET) bought the
D&SST, renamed it as the Dudley &
Stourbridge Electric Traction Company
(D&SET) and started a programme of electrifying the line and expanding the network.
One extension, in November 1900, saw a line from Stourbridge to Kingswinford
opened (now bus route 16) which also passed the Company’s depot at the junction
of Amblecote High Street and Collis Street. Through trams on this latter line
extended to and from Dudley via Pensnett in January 1901. At the Stourbridge end,
the original steam tram terminus had been in Amblecote High Street just before the
River Stour bridge, but a short extension took it to Mill Street in 1887. Electrification
saw the extension of the line through Stourbridge High Street to Hagley Street open
in September 1901.

It is against this background that the BET sought
permission to build a light railway from The Fish
Inn (now the Ruby Cantonese), opposite the
D&SET depot, to Kinver. After a public enquiry,
the Board of Trade approved the application on
7 March 1899, albeit with some route alterations
demanded by Paul Foley of Prestwood Hall who
owned the land from The Ridge (Forester’s Arms)
in Wollaston to Kinver.

Work started immediately on the line which was to be built to the same 3ft 6in gauge
as the rest of the electric tram network and would be single track with passing loops.
The section from The Fish to The Ridge was a conventional grooved rail street
tramway. The next section was laid on the grass verge alongside the Bridgnorth
Road and the final section from the Stewponey was fenced in as it crossed privately
owned land. This final section also required sharp bends due to the enforced route
change and six bridges were built to cross the river and canal. The final two sections,
which had wooden traction poles, used Vignoles (non-grooved) rail on wooden
sleepers except on the curves where grooved rail was used.

(Kinver Library)

(W E Parnell)

The Fish Terminus

Kinver Terminus


