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THE ROAMING EMPIRE
Part 6 : STOURBRIDGE TOWN by Rob Hebron

Stourbridge Town station has always been an interchange for bus services. In fact,
the current bus station is named “Stourbridge Interchange”. There were suggestions
that the railway station too, should be renamed “Interchange” instead of “Town” but
this idea never came to fruition because of the immense cost of renaming stations in
the national framework. (I can only recall one example of re-branding in the West
Midlands which was “Oldbury” becoming “Sandwell and Dudley”). The state-of-the-
art bus facility which is now provided for bus passengers is a far cry from the previous
versions.

In 1968 I often travelled by bus from Kidderminster to Stourbridge. There were three
choices of route, but my preference was for the direct 258 which ran through
Broadwaters and Norton. Unfortunately, the last bus back home was at 8:30 in the
evening and so I would have to return on the 315 via Hagley which was hourly until
9:15. Very often, I missed the Kidderminster bus and I caught the last 318 Bromsgrove
bound bus and changed at Hagley for the 133, returning to Kidderminster from
Birmingham.

The loading place for Kidderminster buses was a prefabricated concrete shelter in
the yard of Stourbridge Town railway station. This shelter also accommodated
passengers for Bromsgrove and Belbroughton. A second concrete shelter was
provided for Norton local bus services S46 and S56.

Interchange was not an easy affair because buses for other destinations departed
either from within the bus garage itself or at the back of the railway station in Vauxhall
Road. Basically, buses leaving via Wollaston or Amblecote loaded in the fume filled
depot and buses operating via Lye or Pedmore picked up at concrete shelters beyond
the tracks, to the rear of the railway station.

The theme of this series of articles is how far a non-motorist could roam using a train
or bus service from his/her home town in the late twentieth century. I then compare
the scope of destinations to the present day. The late nineteen-sixties were years of
good travel opportunity and Stourbridge Town had an excellent bus network
provided by Midland Red.

Stourbridge Bus Garage used
by many departing services

The interior of the Bus Garage
was not passenger friendly
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Many areas had more than one bus service calling there. For instance, Kinver had
its own local service (250) but in addition 249 (to Enville) and 254 (to Bridgnorth).
Going further afield, Stourbridge passengers could travel to Wolverhampton on the
882/885. There was an obligatory bus service to Birmingham (130) because the train
service was vastly inferior to what it is now. Interestingly, the 128 covered the route
of 130 as far as Bearwood but terminated at Soho Foundry. Works services were
common in the Black Country and Midland Red tended to use service numbers aligned
to garages rather than the later practice of grouping them in the 700 or 800 series.

The creation of West Midland Passenger Transport Executive changed Stourbridge
bus services dramatically. Because the town was no longer part of Worcestershire,
Midland Red withdrew all but a few cross-boundary services. A new network of blue
and cream buses evolved, offering cheaper fares and better integration with
Stourbridge Line train services. Letter prefixes such as “S” and “X” disappeared and
a number series from 290 to 297 was introduced.

There were casualties as well as improvements. The 258 was cut back from
Kidderminster to Stourbridge, removing the more profitable Brierley Hill section, thus
leaving the rural Worcestershire portion to struggle for passengers. The new numbers
were 316 and 296 respectively. The 885 was also split into Kidderminster –
Stourbridge via Hagley (renumbered 311) and Stourbridge to Wolverhampton
(renumbered 256).

Shropshire bound buses fared worse. The 254 service from Stourbridge to Bridgnorth
slowly slipped away. However, Midland Red did try bold initiatives such as extending
the service to Shrewsbury (962 and 964) and even merging tendered services to create
a link between Stourbridge and Wolverhampton on part of the old 254 route. The
Kinver to Bridgnorth route was eventually axed, replaced by community transport
serving Enville.

WMPTE didn’t always take the right decisions on its inherited routes. For instance,
the 245 from Stourbridge to Wednesbury was axed in favour of an enhanced
frequency on 246 which linked Stourbridge and Dudley only. In later years, a
Stourbridge to Walsall service was introduced (311 and 313) but the sheer length of
the route had consequences for reliability and the 246 was revived. In hindsight, with
the presence of a Metro stop at Wednesbury, the 245 should have been retained to
facilitate bi-modal connections.

A service 130 to Birmingham
departs from the station forecourt

A 246 to Dudley leaves the Bus
Garage on a famous day in 1977
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In many ways Stourbridge Town bus services have turned full circle. National Express
buses now boast a red livery which is not unlike the old Midland Red colour. The
town is once more connected to Kidderminster via Norton (125) and the same service
is extended to Bridgnorth, reviving the link formerly provided by the Midland Red
254/962/964. The current 125 is operated by Diamond Bus and is by far the most
scenic route out of Stourbridge.

Who knows what is in store for local and rural public transport? It might well depend
on future government policy. Certainly, the scope for travel onwards from
Stourbridge Line stations is fair but could be improved with a little imagination and a
lot of government funding.

WMPTE bus operations were privatised, becoming West Midlands Travel and
eventually, NX West Midlands. Passenger travel habits changed and demand for
Cradley Heath links decreased. Services 240 and 242 were discarded for other
operators to pick up as tenders. Both services have now been withdrawn and
Stourbridge to Cradley Heath journeys are only possible by the very indirect 28.

Stourbridge bus services are periodically reviewed by the operators in conjunction
with travel for West Midlands. A renumbering exercise occurred in 2018 with the
intention of simplifying the network. Three digit numbers have largely disappeared
but the single and double digit numbers are now duplicated in other areas. A National
Express consultation for the West Dudley region in early 2020 saw Stourbridge lose
its traditional link to Himley, while the link to Gornal Wood has been radically
downgraded. The good news is that Stourbridge is now directly linked to Swindon.

The second bus station was built when the
original railway station was demolished

A 245 to Wednesbury in the second bus
station with a “short” 246 to Dudley behind it

The spartan bus station has now been
replaced by the modern interchange

A 125 service to Kidderminster, Bewdley
and Bridgnorth leaves the Bus Interchange
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This is the sixth in a series of articles that looks at the seven titled express services
that operated along sections of the line between Birmingham Moor Street and
Worcester Shrub Hill, in chronological order of their first run over the line.

The Birmingham Pullman operated along the section of line between Leamington Spa
and The Hawthorns from 1960 to 1967.

The Blue Pullmans were conceived under
the  1955 Modernisation Plan  to create
luxury diesel express trains aimed at
competing with the motor car and the
emerging domestic air travel market. Two
6-car units for the London Midland Region
and three 8-car units for the Western
Railway were ordered in 1957. The
London Midland sets entered service on
4 July 1960 on the Manchester Pullman
service from Manchester Central to

London St Pancras. These were followed on 12 September 1960 by the Western
Region sets on the Bristol Pullman and Birmingham Pullman services. The South
Wales Pullman, from Paddington to Swansea, followed in 1961.

The 1961 timetable for the Birmingham Pullman was as follows :-

Wolverhampton Low Level 0700 : Birmingham Snow Hill 0730 : Solihull 0740 : Leamington Spa
General 0800 : London Paddington 0935

London Paddington 1210 : Leamington Spa General 1334 : Birmingham Snow Hill 1405

Birmingham Snow Hill 1430 : Leamington Spa General 1455 : London Paddington 1625

London Paddington 1650 : Leamington Spa General 1819 : Solihull 1845 : Birmingham Snow Hill
1855 : Wolverhampton Low Level 1920

To cover for the unavailability of the Blue Pullman sets, a replacement set of Pullman
carriages was kept on standby to be hauled initially by a steam locomotive and later
by a diesel locomotive. Unfortunately, it was this replacement service, hauled by a
“Western” class diesel, that ran into freight wagons at Knowle & Dorridge station on
15 August 1963, killing all three men in the cab.

The Birmingham Pullman waits in
platform 7 at Snow Hill station

(Geoff Dowling and John Whitehouse)

TITLED TRAINS ALONG THE STOURBRIDGE LINE - PART 6
by Roger Davis
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The Blue Pullmans were not a great
success, being underpowered,
unreliable and having poor ride
quality. One set actually made it to
Stourbridge Junction in late
November 1961, although not in
service as it was being taken from
Wolverhampton to Swindon for
attention.

With the electrification of the West
Coast Main Line in 1966, both the
Manchester Pullman and

Birmingham Pullman were withdrawn on 4 March 1967 and the trains were transferred
to the Western Region and used until 1973 when the entire fleet was condemned.

Looking back, the times of 1 hour 55 minutes between Snow Hill and Paddington
with a single stop at Leamington Spa was not a
great improvement on the 2 hour express services
operated using “King” Class locomotives in the
1950s. Non-stop trains along what is now the
Chiltern line were made possible because many
stations, including Denham, Gerrards Cross and
Bicester North, had four tracks through the stations
enabling fast services to overtake stopping
services. Unfortunately, the through lines were
removed when the line was rationalised and downgraded in the 1960s, 70s and 80s.
This folly has since been compounded at stations such as Gerrards Cross and
Bicester North where platforms have been extended out to meet the old through lines,
thus making four tracking through these stations impossible without demolishing and
rebuilding the stations. It would have been interesting if the line had been retained
as an express route with InterCity 125 trains offering express services from
Birmingham Snow Hill to London Paddington. It must not be forgotten that, in the
1950s, this route was considered the premium route from Birmingham to London with
the New Street to Euston line the slower alternative.

The Birmingham Pullman passes Solihull station

(Trevor Bennett)

By 1963, the off-peak journeys had been retimed and an extra stop at High Wycombe
inserted in both directions, as this timetable shows.

Wolverhampton Low Level 0700 : Birmingham Snow Hill 0730 : Solihull 0740 : Leamington Spa
General 0800 : London Paddington 0930

London Paddington 1010 : High Wycombe 1040 : Leamington Spa General 1136 : Birmingham
Snow Hill 1205

Birmingham Snow Hill 1300 : Leamington Spa General 1325 : High Wycombe 1421 : London
Paddington 1455

London Paddington 1650 : Leamington Spa General 1816 : Solihull 1837 : Birmingham Snow Hill
1850 : Wolverhampton Low Level 1915
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TRUMPED UP NEWS
fraudulently authenticated in memory of Donald Fake

The Government has announced that the career railway man who will act as Chairman
of the newly formed Great British Railways, who take over the running of the railways
from civil servants at DafT, will be Sir Humphrey Appleby who made a career out of
travelling by train from his Wimbledon home to his Whitehall office.

Network Rail has announced that the relaying of the track on the Stourbridge Town
branch in March has allowed the line speed to be increased from the previous 25
mph. As a result, DafT has ordained that the Class 139 railcars used on the branch
are no longer fast enough and is currently trialling replacement trains which it hopes
will reduce journey times to under 1 minute.

Stourbridge Junction passengers were thrilled when a 20 foot statue of George The
Station Cat by renowned Stourbridge sculptor Michael “Angel” Lowe was unveiled
today. Mr Lowe said that the idea came to him while waiting for a late running service
to Birmingham Snow Hill. He personally selected the marble at a local quarry and
sculpted the statue, before returning to the platform in time for his train to turn up.

Former Prime Minister, Sir John Major, has issued a writ against the current
incumbent, Boris Johnson, for breach of copyright. Sir John claims that it was he
who copyrighted the word BRExit in 1993 as a buzzword in a series of catchy posters
to promote rail privatisation. Surprisingly, this campaign did not engage the public
in the same way as the “Tell Sid” or “Beattie” privatisation campaigns.

Paragraph 2Paragraph 1

Paragraph 3 Paragraph 4
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THE TRAIN NOT ARRIVING
by Roger Davis

The extent of the rail network around the Stourbridge line has been documented in
previous editions of Platform 2 – the main line from Birmingham to Worcester via
Smethwick, Cradley Heath, Stourbridge, Kidderminster and Droitwich, plus branch
lines from Langley Green to Oldbury, Old Hill to Halesowen, Old Hill to Dudley,
Stourbridge Junction to Wolverhampton via Dudley or Wombourne, Stourbridge
Junction to Stourbridge Town, Kidderminster to Woofferton, Hartlebury to
Shrewsbury via Bridgnorth, and Birmingham to Droitwich Spa via Bromsgrove.

However, the 19th Century saw towns and villages throughout the country call for
railway lines to serve their communities but, for every scheme that was successful,
there were many schemes proposed that never saw the light of day, and the area
around the Stourbridge line was no exception.

The story starts in 1846 with the
Birmingham, Wolverhampton and Stour
Valley Railway Bill. This proposed a line
from Birmingham to Wolverhampton and
Shrewsbury with a branch from
Smethwick to Stourbridge and then along
the Stour Valley via Kinver, Cookley and
Kidderminster to a terminus in the basin
of the Staffs & Worcester canal at Stourport.
Opposition from landowners south and
west of Stourbridge and from the Oxford,
Worcester and Wolverhampton Railway scuppered this scheme before it was debated in
Parliament.

This was the first of many schemes proposed over the next 80 years to provide the standard
gauge railway for Kinver that the local community desired to complement the Staffordshire &
Worcester canal that already served the village.

The next attempt came in 1865 when the Stourbridge Railway promoted the Stour Valley
Extension Railway. This was originally conceived as an extension to the company's
Stourbridge Town branch with the extended line passing through Wollaston before

swinging west towards the Stewponey and
Stourton. Beyond Stourton, the line would
have continued along the Stour Valley through
Kinver to Cookley and Wolverley. It would then
have bypassed Kidderminster to terminate at a
junction with the Severn Valley Railway about ½
mile north of Bewdley station. This scheme did
not propose to continue into Bewdley but to link
to the Tenbury Wells to Bewdley Railway, which
had opened the previous year, in order to
provide a link to South Wales via Tenbury.

Stourport Canal Basin - the proposed
terminus of the 1846 scheme

A GWR Railcar from Tenbury joins
the Severn Valley route at Dowles
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Moving forward to 1872, the GWR
promoted a railway between Stourbridge
and Bewdley which would have followed a
very similar route to the 1865 scheme as far
as Cookley before continuing to Wolverley
and Kidderminster and swinging west to join
the Severn Valley Railway to the south of
Bewdley, therefore serving Bewdley station
as well as gaining access to the Tenbury
line. However, the curve from Kidderminster
station to Bewdley, which now forms part of

the Severn Valley Railway, had already been authorised and fierce opposition to this rival
line from Stourbridge, led by the London & North Western Railway and the Staffs &
Worcester Canal Company, saw the rejection of the plan in the 1873 session of
Parliament.

Yet another attempt was made in 1874 when the West Staffordshire Railway Bill
proposed a railway that would commence at a junction on the western side of the
LNWR’s Stour Valley Railway just south of Monmore Green station and pass through
Wolverhampton in a south-westerly direction, continuing on to the west of Sedgley,
and through Gornal and Gornal Wood, Shut End, Kingswinford, Wollaston, then
towards Whittington, Kinver, Cookley Forge, Wolverley and Kidderminster (West),
before terminating close to the eastern abutment of Dowles Bridge near the junction
with the Tenbury and Bewdley Railway,
once again attempting to provide a
possible through route to South Wales via
Tenbury. The Bill proposed five branches
– to Wordsley, Kinver, Cookley and
Wolverley, and to join the Severn Valley
Railway north of Bewdley station to give
access to the town and Stourport. Once
again, the bill was scuppered with the
GWR joining the canal companies as the
principal objectors to the scheme.

It only took one year for another scheme to be put forward. The Stourbridge
Western Railway project promoted the construction of a railway from a junction just
south of the original Stourbridge Junction station before heading south and west of
Stourbridge to a point near Bowling Green Road. From there, one line would head
north to Kingswinford to join the Shut End branch while the other headed west
towards Whittington before swinging south and terminating on the north side of
Cookley. A branch to Kinver left this line close to Whittington. However, this
scheme was withdrawn very quickly.

There was a lull in proceedings until 1883, when an ambitious scheme was
proposed. For a change, this proposal did not include the Stour Valley villages west
of Stourbridge.

Kinver - despite many schemes,
it never gained a rail service

Kingswinford was also on the route
of a number of failed schemes
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It proposed a main line running eastwards from Kidderminster and through
Chaddesley Corbett, Bromsgrove (where a connecting line to the Birmingham to
Gloucester line was proposed), Redditch and Henley-in-Arden before swinging
north to join the LNWR at Hampton-in-Arden. At Chaddesley Corbett, a branch line
headed north to Pedmore Hall where the line split. One line continued north to
terminate east of Stourbridge Junction station, whilst the other linked to the GWR
at a junction near the bridge carrying the road from Pedmore to Oldswinford. Once
again, nothing came of this scheme.

The following year, in October 1884, a
scheme, supported by the Midland
Railway, was proposed to join
Wolverhampton and Bromsgrove. The
proposed route would start near
Wolverhampton and head south
through Upper Penn, and over Penn
Common to Sedgley and Upper and
Lower Gornal. Continuing south the line
would pass through Pensnett Chase,
Kingswinford, Wordsley and Wollaston.
A branch would be built from there to

connect into the Stourbridge Town and Goods branch. The main line would continue
west to Penhold (in the south-east of Kinver) then towards Cookley, Wolverley and
Kidderminster. At Kidderminster, a new centrally located 'Low Level' station was
proposed. Leaving Kidderminster under the Hoobrook viaduct, the line would continue
to the south of Stone and eastwards through Chaddesley Corbett to a new station in
Bromsgrove about 1½ miles nearer to the town than the present Midland station. The
line would then continue to join the main Midland Railway line. Despite widespread
support, a Wolverhampton & Bromsgrove Railway Bill failed to materialise.

1897 saw a further determined effort to bring the railway to Kinver, this time via a line
from the bottom of Stourbridge town along the Stour Valley. The problem for the
local Joint Committee promoting the line was convincing the GWR that the line would
be profitable based on passenger and excursion traffic only, as industry along the
Stour Valley had all but disappeared. As it turned out, the GWR rejected the proposal
but stated that, if private finance could cover the cost of construction, the GWR
would be prepared to operate the line. However, the Joint Committee were unwilling
to take this action, instead supporting an application for an electric light railway made
by the BET Company (which will be covered in the next edition of Platform 2).

However, this is not quite the end of the story. In the early 1920s the GWR promoted
a bill which included a line between Stourbridge Junction and Kinver. This
commenced at a junction just south of the new Stourbridge Junction station and
terminated near the bottom of Kinver High Street. It seems strange that the GWR
proposed this line at this late stage given that it now had competition not only from
BET’s Kinver Light Railway but also from bus services. The scheme did not go ahead
thereby ending once and for all the dream of a 'main line railway to Kinver'.

Gornal was on the route
of the failed 1884 scheme
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ALONG THE LINE
3 HADEN HILL PARK by John Warren

This is the third in a series that looks at the history of sites alongside the Stourbridge line.

As you leave Old Hill on a train towards
Kidderminster and pass over the
Dudley to Halesowen road, you might
notice a large open space on the brow
of the hill. This is Haden Hill Park which
covers over 55 acres and contains two
fine houses – Haden Old Hall and
Haden Hill House.

Haden Old Hall is said to date from the
late 1600s and was built as the home of
the Haden family, a moderately wealthy

farming family. Over the years it was rebuilt and restored many times.

By 1878, the estate was inherited by George Alfred Haden Haden-Best, who
landscaped the gardens and built a new house to live in. This was Haden Hill House
and was built alongside Haden Old Hall. His intention was to demolish the Old Hall
and extend his new house. However, the Old Hall was occupied by an aunt, Mary
Barrs, and by the time she died in 1904, George had lost the will to extend the house.

When George died in 1921, the estate was bought for £8,500 by public subscription
for use as a park for the local community. The title deeds were handed to Rowley
Regis Urban District Council on 14 October 1922, and the park was then open for
public use. Local government reforms have meant that the ownership of the estate
has since passed to Sandwell Council.

During World War II, the buildings
were used to billet evacuees but, by
the 1970s, both buildings were
derelict and in danger of demolition.
A fire not only meant that the Old Hall
was in ruins but also caused serious
damage to Haden Hill House.
Extensive restoration to Haden Hill
House was carried out in the 1980s,
and this was followed in the 1990s by
the Old Hall being restored and in
places rebuilt, meaning that very little
of the original building still exists. The Old Hall reopened to the public in 2005.

Sandwell Council has an excellent webpage which contains some interesting videos
about the history of the buildings and the park at :
http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200265/museums_and_art_gallery/11/haden_hill_
house_museum_and_haden_old_hall

Haden Hill Park

Haden Hill Park
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THE ORDERLY QUIZ ANSWERS : 1 - Rolling Stock

F (GWR Castle) - 1923 ; C (GWR 14xx) - 1932 ; A (GWR Railcar) - 1934 ; H (Class 116)
- 1957 ; B (Western Class) - 1961 ; E (HST) - 1976 ; I (Class 150) - 1984 ; D (Class
139) - 2009 ; J (Class 172) - 2010 ; G (Class 68) - 2014

WORCESTERSHIRE RAILWAY STATIONS QUIZ

If you include both National Rail lines and standard-gauge heritage lines, there are
23 railway stations in Worcestershire. Can you name them ? The answers will be
given in the next issue.

WHAT IF … FACEBOOK HAD EXISTED IN FEBRUARY 1958

63 y ·

Laura Abuse …

Extremely poor form. Dashed bad service again. What is occurring? This service
was absolutely spiffing when LMS ran it. Close down this dashed poor network.

Dr Richard Beeching, Ernest Marples + 268 others 82 comments

All Comments without 4 letter words 

Elizabeth Windsor
One is stranded on Royal train in snowdrifts at Beattock. Not BR’s fault!

Laura Abuse
Fiddlesticks Liz, it’s sunny in Benidorm. Bring back the cat.

Like · Reply · 63 y

Like · Reply · 63 y


