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17 December 2014
The SLUG Christmas Quiz
All you have to do is name the 30 locations in the photos below.
Every location is either on the Stourbridge line from Worcester to Birmingham, or on branch lines that diverged from the
Stourbridge line at Old Hill, Stourbridge, Kidderminster and Hartlebury.
A larger picture may be viewed by clicking on each thumbnail and this will also reveal a clue to the location.
There are no prizes and the answers will be revealed on this web page early in January.

10 November 2014
Bus Link from Solihull Station to Airport and NEC withdrawn by NXWM

A very convenient bus link used by many Stourbridge line passengers has been scrapped by National Express West
Midlands. Service 966, which linked Solihull railway station with Birmingham Airport, Birmingham International Station and
the National Exhibition Centre, was cut back to start from Solihull Town Centre on 26 October.
While the loss of such a convenient link between train services through Solihull and the airport and NEC is difficult to
believe, the way in which it was done is a disgrace. Bus service changes are published on the Centro and NXWM website.
The Centro website posted the change to the service in late September as a “Route change in Smiths Wood Area, now via
Windward Way, Burtons Way, Kingfisher Drive, Auckland Drive”. Shortly afterwards, NXWM posted their list of changes for
26 October and published the new timetable, which showed it as operating to Solihull station. That timetable still exists on
their website on 10 November.
However, rumours started circulating on the internet that the 966 route was now displaying “Solihull Town Centre” on its
destination display, and the Centro website was changed on 28 October with an additional sentence added to the change
to service 966 - “Plus further route amendment - route curtailed at Solihull Town Centre, Solihull Station times withdrawn”.
This is confirmed by NXWM on their website but you have to scroll through to page 22 of 26 under the Bus Services link to
find a timetable that shows the terminus as Solihull Town Centre. To confuse matters further, a new timetable leaflet
produced by Centro and dated 26 October 2014 that was picked up from the Travel Information Office at New Street
station on Thursday 6 November shows the route as starting from Solihull station. To sum the current situation - it’s
pathetic.
Centro states that it promotes integrated public transport. West Midlands Rail, who are campaigning for local management
of the local rail network, state that one of their strategies is for “better Interchanges - intelligently developing services and
stations to maximise connectivity between rail and rail, and rail and bus, metro, cycles, cars and pedestrians”. Neither of
these objectives are possible while the major bus operator in the area puts two fingers up to its passengers.
SLUG strongly supports the concept of integrated public transport. With this in mind, it will canvass Chiltern Railways,
London Midland and Centro to apply pressure on National Express West Midlands to restore this important link. SLUG will
keep you informed of any developments on this website.

1 November 2014
SLUG Facebook Group Gets Its 200th Member

The SLUG Facebook group, which was launched in May 2013, continues to be a big success with its 200th member joining
the Group today.
The page may be accessed by clicking the Facebook icon at the top of any page on this website, so please have a look
and decide whether you want to become a member and join in the debate.
To accompany the Facebook Group, SLUG also has a Facebook Page.

31 October 2014
Stourbridge Line Station Developments

A number of improvements are currently taking place, or are due to start shortly, at Stourbridge line stations. These are
summarised below.
Kidderminster : A certain amount of funding has been made available from the Local Growth Fund for 2016 and 2017 to
carry out improvements to the station and forecourt. However, further funding is required for the complete project to be
completed.
Stourbridge Junction : Work has started to extend the overspill car park and create another 223 parking spaces. This new
car park which is a continuation of the existing overspill car park, will enable an extra 25 disabled parking spaces to be
provided on the main car park in place of 60 existing parking spaces. Plans of the new car park and the changes to the
main car park may be viewed by clicking on the link below.
Cradley Heath : Anybody passing Cradley Heath station at present will notice that the bus station looks as if it has received
a direct hit from the Luftwaffe. Work started on building a new bus station on 28 September and details of the new
development are available in the news item dated 20 September. The new interchange is scheduled to open in Spring
2015.
Rowley Regis : Work is proceeding on a new 360 space extension to the car park, on land adjacent to the existing car
park. It is scheduled to open to the public in January 2015. A secure cycle hub similar to that at Stourbridge Junction is
also under construction at Rowley Regis close to the entrance of the car park near the booking office. Plans of the new car
park may be viewed by clicking on the link below.
Birmingham Snow Hill : Work has started to divert the Midland Metro through Birmingham City Centre to a new terminus
outside New Street station in Stephenson Street.

27 October 2014
December Timetable Changes - Enhanced services at Hagley and Smethwick GB

The next round of timetable changes takes place on Sunday 14 December. Overall, the Stourbridge line timetable is mostly
unchanged. However, there are some improvements to the service at Hagley and Smethwick Galton Bridge.
Hagley regains the off-peak through services to and from Worcester on Mondays to Saturdays that it lost in the December
2013 timetable change. On Mondays to Fridays there will be 6 additional services in each direction, while Saturdays will
see 8 additional services to Worcester and 7 from Worcester.
Smethwick Galton Bridge sees the number of Sunday services on the Birmingham New Street to Wolverhampton line
increase from 15 to 27 in each direction. This is due to London Midland’s Birmingham New Street to Liverpool Lime Street
service now stopping at Galton Bridge on Sundays - thus providing a single change service to the north west for
passengers from the Stourbridge line. It can be hoped that, if this initiative is a success, Arriva Trains Wales might also
consider stopping there in the future.
On the negative side, a change to the Stourbridge Town branch timetable sees a change made by London Midland in
March at the suggestion of SLUG reversed. An early morning service from Stourbridge Town on Saturdays, which SLUG
successfully got changed from 0635 to 0638 to improve connection times with bus arrivals at Stourbridge has been
changed back to 0635 for no apparent reason. SLUG intend to contest this decision at their next meeting with London
Midland.

20 October 2014
West Midlands Rail launch website to explain their proposals

West Midlands Rail, the consortium of 14 authorities from the West Midlands, who submitted proposals to the Government
on 26 September to take over from the Department for Transport as the public body responsible for overseeing local rail
services once the existing London Midland franchise ends in 2017, have now set up a website that explains their proposals
and strategy.

3 October 2014
Worcestershire Parkway Public Consultation Starts

Worcestershire County Council has announced the start of a public consultation on the new Worcestershire Parkway
station. It will be situated at Norton, east of Worcester, at the point where the Worcester to Oxford line crosses the
Birmingham to Cheltenham Spa line, with platforms at both levels. There will be a single platform on the Worcester to
Oxford line although provision will be made to allow a second platform to be added if the line between Norton Junction and
Evesham is ever doubled.
The success of the station will depend on the services using it. It is stated that all First Great Western Hereford/Great
Malvern to Oxford/London Paddington services will stop there, giving an hourly service in each direction. The extent of use
by CrossCountry trains is less clear and is not stated in the document. CrossCountry operate three trains per hour in each
direction past the site - Scotland and North East to Plymouth (with a small number extended to Penzance), Manchester to
Bristol (with a small number extended to the South West) and Nottingham to Cardiff. If CrossCountry only agree to stop
one of these services at the new station, passengers could still find themselves with a 45 minute wait at Cheltenham Spa
for a connecting service.
As far as the Stourbridge line is concerned, the new station will bring few benefits. The platform on the Oxford line is being
built without a turnback facility which means that services on the Stourbridge line that currently terminate at Worcester
Shrub Hill cannot be extended to Worcestershire Parkway. Thus Stourbridge line passengers wishing to get to Devon or
Cornwall could find themselves with three changes - at Worcester Foregate Street or Shrub Hill, Worcestershire Parkway
and Cheltenham Spa. It would therefore be more convenient to either travel directly from a Worcester City Centre station
to Cheltenham Spa, or to travel via Birmingham as many Stourbridge line passengers do now.

20 September 2014

Cradley Heath Interchange to close on 28 September for refurbishment
Centro have announced that work on refurbishing Cradley Heath Interchange will start on Sunday 28 September.

27 July 2014
First Pictures of the new Chiltern Class 68 Locomotives

Chiltern Railways has released photographs of the new Class 68 locomotives which will replace older Class 67 locomotives
on Silver Set services between Kidderminster and London Marylebone. Six locomotives have been ordered (numbers
68010 to 68015) and are being built at Vossloh’s plant in Valencia, Spain.
The first vehicles will arrive with Chiltern in the Autumn of 2014 for driver training and it is planned that they will be used in
passenger service from winter 2014.

6 July 2014
Sunday Diversions on Stourbridge Line

Passengers using the Stourbridge line on the past two Sundays may have noticed some interlopers on the line. The hourly
CrossCountry Trains services between Scotland and the West Country are currently being diverted via Stourbridge
Junction and Worcester Shrub Hill due to engineering works on the main line between Kings Norton and Abbotswood
Junction (near Worcester).
The diversions were due to operate on six Sundays from 22 June to 27 July, but trains actually operated via their normal
route over the Lickey Incline on 22 June. The Realtime Trains site now indicates that the diversions will be extended and
CrossCountry trains will use the Stourbridge line on 3, 10 and 17 August. London Midland’s Birmingham New Street to
Hereford services are also diverted via Stourbridge Junction.
There was one very unusual sight on 29 June when an East Coast HST traversed the line - possibly the first ever time that
this has happened (unless you know better!). It had substituted for one of CrossCountry’s own HST’s on a York to
Plymouth train.

3 July 2014
Branch Line Society to run Chiltern Lines Railtour

The Branch Line Society has announced that it will be operating a railtour in conjunction with Chiltern Railways on Saturday
2 August. The proposed itinerary is as follows :Depart Birmingham Moor Street at 0926 (connection off the 0700 ex Marylebone), Birmingham Moor Street siding 1 and 2,
Bordesley up and down goods loop, Rowley Regis down goods loop, Stourbridge Junction platform 3, Stourbridge Depot
thence direct to Rowley Regis up goods loop, Dorridge up passenger loop, Fenny Compton up goods loop, Banbury up
goods loop, Banbury cattle road, Banbury empty cattle road, Banbury middle road, Aynho Junction reversal, Banbury
platform 1, Banbury platform 4 (up bay), Banbury goods shed siding, Banbury Mileage Siding 1 and 2, Banbury down bay,
Banbury down goods loop, Fenny Compton down goods loop, Budbrooke Junction and Hatton down goods loop, Dorridge
platform 3 reversal, Warwick reversal, Hatton back platform loop, and Hatton
down goods loop, Dorridge platform 3 reversal, Warwick reversal, Hatton back platform loop, Dorridge down goods loop,
Birmingham Snow Hill turn back siding, Birmingham Moor Street stop at 2034 (connection into 2045 back to London),
Birmingham Moor Street bay arrival at 2044.

2 July 2014
Work Starts on Rowley Regis Car Park Extension

Commuters using Rowley Regis railway station are to get more free parking thanks to a £1.1 million Park and Ride
extension.
Centro, the region's transport authority, has started work on nearly doubling the size of the car park, adding a further 360
spaces to the existing 382.
The extension is being carried out to ease overcrowding at the Park and Ride facility which has proved so popular with
commuters that it is often full before the end of the morning rush hour.
The extra spaces will also help combat congestion and carbon emissions by taking a further 30,000 commuter car journeys
off local roads each year.

30 June 2014
Hagley to Worcester Through Services to be Reinstated

London Midland have informed SLUG that, subject to the appropriate industry approvals, the following Monday to Saturday
off-peak services will additionally stop at Hagley, reinstating through services to and from Worcester that were lost in the
December 2013 timetable change.
Northbound
1016 from Worcester Foregate Street arriving at 1044
1116 from Worcester Foregate Street arriving at 1144
1216 from Worcester Foregate Street arriving at 1244
1317 from Worcester Shrub Hill arriving at 1344
1359 from Great Malvern arriving at 1444

Southbound
1012 from Hagley to Great Malvern
1112 from Hagley to Worcester Shrub Hill
1212 from Hagley to Worcester Shrub Hill
1312 from Hagley to Worcester Foregate Street
1412 from Hagley to Great Malvern
1512 from Hagley to Worcester Foregate Street

Unfortunately, a request from SLUG for services to stop at Hartlebury and Blakedown every two hours on a Sunday was
rejected by London Midland as not being cost effective. SLUG will keep this request on the table in the hope that it will be
implemented in the future.

14 May 2014
Stourbridge Line User Group Public Meeting News

The 2014 Public Meeting, organised by the Stourbridge Line User Group, was held at Kidderminster SVR station on 13
May. Representatives from London Midland, Worcestershire County Council, Centro and Chiltern Railways gave
informative talks on current developments along the Stourbridge line and their hopes for further improvements in the future.
The presentations were followed by a question and answer session, where members of the audience expressed their
concerns on a number of subjects - such as, the lack of progress in redeveloping Kidderminster station, service frequency
at Old Hill, staffing levels at Old Hill and Langley Green, overcrowding on trains on Saturdays and Sundays, through
services from Kidderminster to Stratford-upon-Avon, the availability of lifts when Kidderminster station is unmanned, the
interavailability of rail tickets on the Metro to allow passengers to get directly to New Street when the Metro extension is
opened, and the lack of on-board ticket checks on the Stourbridge line.
A full account of the meeting will be published in the next edition of the Newsletter, and we will keep you up to date with
any progress on the above issues on this website and on our Facebook page.

7 April 2014
Stourbridge Line User Group AGM and Public Meeting

The 2014 Annual General Meeting of the Stourbridge Line User Group will take place on Tuesday 13 May at the Severn
Valley Railway Station at Kidderminster. The event will be held in the Refreshment Room (at the rear of the King and Castle
Public Bar) and will commence at 7.30 pm.
As per custom, the AGM will be preceded by a Public Meeting, which is open to members and non-members alike.
The last few years have seen new trains on both the Stourbridge main line and the Stourbridge Town branch, improved
trains services at Hartlebury and improved facilities at many of our stations. It has also seen the proposals to rebuild
Kidderminster station and for a rail based service through Dudley both stalled, off-peak direct services from Hagley and
Blakedown to Worcester removed and booking office opening times drastically reduced.
In the future, there are plans for the local rail franchise, currently operated by London Midland, to be devolved with control
passing from DfT to West Midlands Rail, a partnership of the region’s 14 local authorities.
You, the travelling public will be able to listen to guest speakers from the rail industry and county travel planning
departments. Whether you have praise or criticism of the rail service on our line or you have a suggestion to make or a
question to ask, you are most welcome to take part.

7 April 2014
Midland Metro New Tram Picture Gallery

One of the new Midland Metro CAF trams was exhibited to the public at Snow Hill station on Saturday 5 April.
Here are a few photos of the new tram.

5 April 2014
Stourbridge Line Station Developments

A number of improvements are take place at Stourbridge line railway stations this year, and these are summarised below.
Stourbridge Junction : A new cycle hub, operated by key card, is currently being built alongside the booking office. The
cycle hub is a secure, weather protected, cycle parking facility that offers 27 cycle parking spaces via ‘Sheffield style’
stands and two-tier parking racks. The hub will be under internal and external CCTV coverage and will have lighting and 24
hour smart-card access. Bikes will be as secure as possible while left at the station. This will be the second secure cycle
hub at a West Midlands station, the first having been opened recently at Selly Oak Station.
In addition, planning permission has been granted to extend the overspill car park and create another 213 parking spaces.
The first stage has seen the site tidied up with the removal of redundant bus shelters. However, this new car park which is
a continuation of the existing overspill car park, will enable an extra 25 disabled parking spaces to be provided on the main
car park and this will mean that 60 existing parking spaces will be lost. Work on the new car park should start in the
summer.
Cradley Heath : Detailed plans for the redevelopment of the Bus Station at Cradley Heath Interchange are due to be
submitted shortly. The new bus station will serve buses in both directions, thus doing away with passengers having to risk
life and limb crossing the busy main road from the bus stop on the opposite side of the road to the station. It is also
intended that the new facility will provide better waiting facilities for both train and bus passengers. As soon as SLUG
receives details of the new development, we will post them on this website.
Rowley Regis : Work is about to start on a new 360 space extension to the car park. It will be on land adjacent to the
existing car park, and should be complete by the end of 2014. A secure cycle hub similar to that at Stourbridge Junction
will also be constructed at Rowley Regis.
Birmingham Snow Hill : Work is progressing on improvements to Snow Hill station. The toilets on platform 2 have been
refurbished and the toilets on platform 3 are currently being refurbished. New waiting rooms are currently under
construction on both platforms.

3 April 2014
New Metro Tram On Display at Snow Hill Station on Saturday

Midland Metro passengers will have the first chance to board one of the new trams on Saturday (5 April) when one is
displayed at Birmingham Snow Hill.
The first five of the fleet, built by Spanish firm CAF, have arrived at Metro HQ in Wednesbury. The remaining vehicles will
be delivered over the next few months, with Metro planning to put the first of the new trams in service later this Summer.
The fleet of new trams cost £42 million and are 100% low floor. Each new tram will carry around 200 passengers and
capacity on the line will be increased by 40%.
Construction continues to progress on the extension through Birmingham City Centre to New Street Station. Work by the
utilities is now complete with track laying taking place on Bull Street and the laying of a concrete base in Lower Stephenson
Street by the Waterstones building. Completion of the contract for the Birmingham City Centre extension is scheduled for
August 2015 with the enhanced service commencing in the autumn.
As well as exhibiting the new tram, Centro will also be holding one of its regular "Your Public Transport Matters" events
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m. on Saturday at Snow Hill. Representatives from Centro, Midland Metro, and local bus and
rail operators will be present to take passengers comments and suggestions.
Similar events are planned for Wolverhampton and Wednesbury but the dates have yet to be confirmed. We will post the
details on this website when we know them. A photo gallery of the new trams will also be posted shortly.

12 March 2014
Evening services at Hartlebury from 18 May

Following hard on the heels of the introduction of off-peak services at Hartlebury, London Midland has announced that
evening services will be introduced when the timetable changes on 18 May.
Northbound trains from Worcester Foregate Street will stop on Mondays to Fridays at 2002 (to Dorridge), 2107 (to Dorridge)
and 2242 (to Whitlocks End). On Saturdays, trains will stop at 2008 and 2107 (both to Dorridge), the former starting at
Hereford and the latter at Worcester Shrub Hill.
Southbound trains from the Birmingham area will stop on Mondays to Fridays at 2014 (to Worcester Foregate Street), 2141
(to both Worcester stations) and 2243 (to Great Malvern). On Saturdays, trains will stop at 2014 (to Worcester Shrub Hill)
and 2241 (to Great Malvern).
There will also be a Monday to Friday rush hour service from Dorridge to Worcester Foregate Street which calls at
Birmingham Moor Street at 1732 and Birmingham Snow Hill at 1736, and now stops at Hartlebury at 1818.

26 February 2014
SLUG Facebook Group Gets Its 100th Member

The SLUG Facebook group, which was launched in May last year, has proved to be a big success with its 100th member
joining the Group yesterday.
The page may be accessed by clicking the Facebook icon at the top of any page on the SLUG website, so please have a
look and decide whether you want to become a member and join in the debate.
To accompany the Facebook Group, SLUG also has a Facebook Page.

22 February 2014
Stourbridge Town Branch Timetable From 2 March 2014

Since the change of the Snow Hill line timetable in December 2013, London Midland has received a number of complaints
and feedback from SLUG, customers, staff on the Stourbridge Town branch and other London Midland staff with regard to
connections at Stourbridge Junction. This feedback relates to regularly missed connections throughout the day and late at
night. As a result of this, London Midland has done a lot of work to come up with an amended Stourbridge Town branch
timetable. The new timetable has now been agreed with DfT, Centro and other stakeholders such as SLUG and will be
implemented on Sunday 2 March.
London Midland have issued the following press release.

New timetable for Stourbridge Shuttle Service
Stourbridge residents are set to benefit from the introduction of a revised timetable on the shuttle service that connects
Stourbridge Junction and Stourbridge Town.
The new timetable, which comes into effect on Sunday 2 March, will substantially improve connection times with London
Midland services departing from Stourbridge Junction station.
Terry Oliver, London Midland’s head of route for Snow Hill services said, “We made a number of changes to the Snow Hill
lines timetable in December 2013, implementing an hourly stop at Hartlebury for the first time in almost 50 years, and an
improved service linking Solihull and Stratford upon Avon.
“The impact of these timetable amendments was that it changed the arrival and departure time of services at Stourbridge
Junction, which meant passengers using the connecting shuttle service having to wait longer than the usual 2-3 minutes.
“We listened to feedback from our passengers and acted quickly to rewrite and implement a revised timetable that
provides a better connection to services on the Snow Hill line”.
Rob Hebron, Chair of the Stourbridge Line User Group (SLUG) said, “We are delighted that London Midland has revised the
timetable and commend the team behind this decision for being customer-focused and proactive.
“The company has also taken on board our suggestion to improve links between bus and train services early on Saturday
mornings, so this really is a win-win situation for the people of Stourbridge”.
Cllr Roger Horton, lead member for rail for Centro, the region’s transport authority, said: “I am delighted to see that the
timetable is being adjusted.
“It will mean better connectivity between Stourbridge Town and Stourbridge Junction and therefore a better service to
passengers, something which is always to be welcomed.”

22 January 2014
SLUG 2013 Christmas Challenge Answers

The SLUG Annual Christmas Quiz 2013 concerned the First Great Western franchise which serves the southern end of our
line. The answers are as follows :1. The UK rail network has three 300 mile posts. Two are on the FGW network. Name the stations closest to each.
Truro and Quintrell Downs
2. FGW trains call at stations in 16 English counties. For one of those counties, it only serves one station. Which county
and which station?
Northamptonshire, King’s Sutton
3. Two places served by FGW have their names in three stations. Name both.
Exeter (St Davids, St Thomas and Central), Cardiff (Central, Queen Street, Bay)
4. Three stretches of line that had FGW trains over them when the franchise started no longer do so. Name them.
Oxford North Junction to Bicester Town
Acton Main Line to Waterloo
Banbury to Stratford-upon-Avon
5. Prior to the opening of HS1, the longest stretch of passenger line in England without a station was between which two
FGW stations?
Swindon to Bristol Parkway (34 m 39 ch)
6. Which two FGW stations are closest together by rail?
Devonport and Dockyard (32 ch)
7. Which two FGW stations are closest together geographically?
St Budeaux Ferry Road and St Budeaux Victoria Road
8. Four stations on the FGW network have closed since 1975. Name them.
Filton Junction, Radipole Halt, Tiverton Junction, Westbourne Park

3 January 2014
Stourbridge Line User Group Sets Out Agenda For 2014

A PRESS RELEASE FROM THE STOURBRIDGE LINE USER GROUP
A local rail passenger pressure group is already preparing its campaign agenda for 2014. Having wrapped up the old year
with a notable victory, the Stourbridge Line User Group (SLUG) has compiled a wish list for its members and the travelling
public. Amongst the aspirations are a Saturday evening train from London Marylebone to Stourbridge, a new station
building at Kidderminster and better connections to and from the Stourbridge Town shuttle.
SLUG Chairman, Rob Hebron was quoted as saying:“2013 was a year of achievement, notably the reintroduction of regular trains to Hartlebury. Though we worked hard
throughout the year, that result was the culmination of several years ‘ liaison and perseverance. We have set the stage for
2014 and we will now concentrate on trying to get evening and Sunday trains to call at Hartlebury. There is a long way to
go but I believe SLUG can persuade train operators London Midland and Chiltern Railways to focus on Stourbridge Line
stations and improvements which can maximise patronage.
He continued:“Basically, the stakeholders are all travelling in the same direction and passengers are feeling the benefit of decisions taken
on the advice of focus groups. However, there is a limit to what train operators can do without the support of the County
Council Transport Departments and Network Rail. It comes down to who will fund infrastructure improvements. The
Stourbridge line is still a relatively slow line for the length of its route. I believe that a speedier end to end journey will attract
even more customers.
Mr Hebron continued:“There are projects in the pipeline which we wholeheartedly applaud; more parking spaces at Stourbridge Junction and
Rowley Regis, a new interchange for Cradley Heath and a refurbishment of Birmingham Snow Hill. It is not the intention of
SLUG to diminish the importance of these enhancements but at the same time as stations are being improved, transport
integration is being destroyed by cuts to bus services and journey opportunities are being lost. The New Year will probably
not end with the complete wish list ticked off but SLUG will prepare the ground for complete accomplishment”.

2 January 2014
Major Redevelopment of Cradley Heath Interchange

A £1.9 million new bus and rail interchange at Cradley Heath is to be built to provide enhanced links from the rail network to
Brierley Hill and Merry Hill. The new interchange is part of a £10m package of bus improvements in the Black Country and
will be built instead of the proposed new Bus Station at Merry Hill which has been shelved because “it is too expensive”.
Work will start in Spring 2014 and will be completed by the end of 2014.
We will post further details of the new interchange on this website as soon as they are available.

